The Sovereign Servant
Romans 13:3-5

*This document may be downloaded to your personal device and
the spaces filled in so you may take notes while listening to the sermon.

1.

Romans 13:3 (ESV)3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive
his approval,

2.

The responsibility of the government is to enact laws that are good for the majority
without regard to personal power or finances and enforce those violated laws with a
penalty that is ____________.

3.

Just laws must be _________________if you are a follower of Jesus.

4.

We have a ________________to the ones in authority as well as to our peers.

5.

When we resist we should continue in our _________________of the leaders but in
opposition to what is being done.

6.

First, this is not a method for cowards; it does resist. The nonviolent resister is just as
strongly opposed to the evil against which he protests as is the person who uses
violence. His method is passive or nonaggressive in the sense that he is not physically
aggressive toward his opponent. But his mind and emotions are always active,
constantly seeking to persuade the opponent that he is mistaken. This method is passive
physically but strongly active spiritually; it is nonaggressive physically but dynamically
aggressive spiritually.

7.

A second point is that nonviolent resistance does not seek to defeat or humiliate the
opponent, but to win his friendship and understanding. The nonviolent resister must
often express his protest through non-cooperation or boycotts, but he realizes that noncooperation and boycotts are not ends themselves; they are merely means to awaken a
sense of moral shame in the opponent. The end is redemption and reconciliation. The
aftermath of nonviolence is the creation of the beloved community, while the aftermath

of violence is tragic bitterness.
8.

A third characteristic of this method is that the attack is directed against forces of evil
rather than against persons who are caught in those forces. It is evil we are seeking to
defeat, not the persons victimized by evil. Those of us who struggle against racial
injustice must come to see that the basic tension is not between races...The tension is at
bottom between justice and injustice, between the forces of light and the forces of
darkness. And if there is a victory it will be a victory not merely for 50,000 Negroes, but
a victory for justice and the forces of light. We are out to defeat injustice and not white
persons who may happen to be injust.”

9.

The fourth point that must be brought out concerning nonviolent resistance is that it
avoids not only external physical violence but also internal violence of spirit. At the
center of nonviolence stands the principle of love. In struggling for human dignity the
oppressed people of the world must not allow themselves to become bitter or indulge
in hate campaigns. To retaliate with hate and bitterness would do nothing but intensify
the hate in the world. Along the way of life, someone must have sense enough and
morality enough to cut off the chain of hate. This can be done only by projecting the
ethics of love to the center of our lives.

10.

Finally, the method of nonviolence is based on the conviction that the universe is on the
side of justice. It is this deep faith in the future that causes the nonviolent resister to
accept suffering without retaliation. He knows that in his struggle for justice he has
cosmic companionship. This belief that God is on the side of truth and justice comes
down to us from the long tradition of our Christian faith. There is something at the very
center of our faith which reminds us that Good Friday may reign for a day, but
ultimately it must give way to the triumphant beat of the Easter drums. Evil may so
shape events that Caesar will occupy a palace and Christ a cross, but one day that same
Christ will rise up and split history into A.D. and B.C., so that even the life of Caesar must
be dated by his name. So in Montgomery we can walk and never get weary, because we

know that there will be a great camp meeting in the promised land of freedom and
justice.
11.

Romans 13:4 (ESV)

4

for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be

afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
12.

The leader is God’s ______________for your good.

13.

We should expect __________________when we do wrong.

14.

Romans 13:5 (ESV) 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath
but also for the sake of conscience.

15.

16.

Here we have two reasons for subjection.
a.

Avoiding God’s _____________.

b.

_________________.

We obey the Sovereign _________________.

My Notes:

