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I heard a pastor tell me that the Church should tithe to missions. He meant that the church
should take a tenth of her offerings and give them to the Cooperative Program. I can’t find
that command in the Bible. I understand that the Church is under the direct authority of Jesus
Christ and does not need to tithe to any other entity. I believe that “tithing” to missions is a
major reason that churches are dying. They see missions as something that is done by
someone else. These churches are simply paying to have missions done.
The Bible tells us that the Church is the mission. Every church needs to see that everything
that the church does is mission. Jesus commanded that the church make disciples who
obeyed what he commanded. These disciples must be reached, nurtured and placed into
places of service. These disciples should exude the fruit of the Spirit. They should be known
by their love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol.
This means that everything we do should lead us toward our mission of making disciples. That
includes the things that may seem like they don’t. For example, the work days when we clean,
paint, weed or work on the building need to be seen as a way of attracting new people who
will become disciples. Working in the Food Pantry should be seen as extending the love of
Christ to people in need. This reaches out to people and gives our own people the
opportunity to obey the commands of Christ in caring for others. Sunday School, Discipleship
Programs and Worship are all part of making disciples.
I am not proposing that we stop giving to the Cooperative Program. I am saying that we must
stop thinking that the Cooperative Program is all we do for missions.
Everything we do is for the mission.

Prentis McGoldrick
Mega Fellowship Breakfast ~ June 2nd
Its about people. Invite a friend and come join us for the fellowship!
4392 Virginia Beach Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23462 ● 757-499-0557 ● www.ThaliaLynn.com

Fellowship Hall Note:
We have purchased a new heavyduty, wide-swath vacuum cleaner
to help you with your cleanups
following your Fellowship Hall
event. Remember that you and
your group are responsible for
leaving the Fellowship Hall in as
pristine condition as you found it.
Thank you in advance.

Church Calendar Note:
If you are responsible for planning any church event
for the year 2020, it is not too early to think about
the Church Calendar. As soon as you know that an
event is going to happen, go ahead and submit a
Church Facility Request Form into the church to
reserve that time/date. Church activities generally
trump other events. However, we make every
attempt to deconflict all events and separate them
by time and space so that events are not jammed
together, particularly on weekends.

Starting soon . . . A Bold, New Men’s Ministry at Thalia Lynn!
I am over-the-top excited about a brand-new men’s ministry that will soon be starting at
Thalia Lynn! For many years there has existed a gap in our Christian education program.
While we have had (and have) ongoing Sunday School classes, discipleship groups, serving
opportunities in the church, and various ministry projects and mission trips involving men,
there has been for some time a need for an ongoing men’s ministry geared specifically
toward them—men. In order for such a men’s ministry in any church to take hold, several
things have to come together: men sensing a need or hunger for it in relation to their own
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and
• -this ministry is growth-oriented both in the sense of getting an increasing number of
men involved and in developing new leaders.
As I told Thom, this is a BIG answered prayer and I could not be happier about it! And the
timing of it all could not be better, as few would argue that we are at a very critical juncture
in our society today regarding manhood and what, exactly, it is supposed to be. Men, as
details about the launch of our new men’s ministry emerge, I want to ask you to be praying
about your becoming involved in it and encouraging others you know to consider it as well.
Thanks! Perry Crouch

Understanding Our Church Membership (by Zip Code)

This month’s charts looks at our resident membership in a way that we don’t normally think:
how our membership is distributed in the Tidewater area. To get to this, we stratified resident
members by zip code and created a histogram of that information in the chart above. The
number above each of the bars represents the number of persons that live in the zip code
shown below the bar. We then took the 10 most populated zip codes and put those numbers on
the geographic representation of the histogram above. Any surprises?
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Deacon’s Corner
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday September 7th from 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm at TLBC
Our first Deacon sponsored community outreach fish fry was a success last year in spite of the
rain. We plan to hold the event again this September (rain or shine) because we are holding the
event indoors regardless of the weather. We felt the indoor environment provided a greater
fellowship interaction and an opportunity for the community to see the INSIDE of our church.
But our goal for this outreach event is to invite someone from the community you know to
attend. Someone who may be looking for a church home. Please pray about who that someone
might be - so we can reach even more people this year! We want our community guests to feel
special and they will be given priority for entry to our buffet serving line! Also, there will be live
music, children’s games and give away items.

Come join the fun, fellowship and opportunity to bring someone new to our church.
Darleen Mastin, Deacon Chair
Join us for …

Mega Fellowship Sunday

Gains/Losses

Sunday, June 2
●Traditional Service ~ 8:30 am
●Mega Breakfast Fellowship ~ 9:20 am
●Sunday School ~ 10:10 am
●Contemporary Service ~ 11:10 am

Welcome to our newest members
Saoirse Kelly

Invite a friend and come join us!

In loving memory of these members

Farewell to these member

TLBC hosts these groups
Alcoholics Anonymous - Weekly on Fridays
at 12:00 pm and Sundays at 11:30 pm
Narcotics Anonymous - Weekly on
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm
Al-Anon - Weekly on Thursdays at 12:30 pm
Multiple Myeloma Support Group Monthly on a Saturday at 9:00 am

Next Church Workday is June 15:
The June workday will focus on a good
cleaning of the grounds. Bring your chain
saws, rakes, shovels, gloves! Dumpster on
site. We REALLY need you to come out for
this fun event. Please contact Jim Clifton
via REALM. We need 20 people!

Upcoming Women on Mission Events:
Women On Mission will be running a Summer
Survival Kit Collection Drive to Benefit Embrace
Treatment Foster Care children. Think books, art
supplies and beach gear. Collections will be until
June 30th. We will have a wish list for fun summer
item posted soon.
The next Senior Vacation Bible School will take place
on Thursday, August 8th from 9:00-11:30. We are
looking for people to perform music, teach brief
Bible lessons (especially a man to lead retired
veterans) and and help with crafts. If interested
please contact Debbie Burke.

What’s Happening
in the Next Several Months
Jun 2: Mega Sunday Fellowship
Jun 2: Children’s Music Concert
Jun 5: RA Pinewood Derby
Jun 6: JOY Ministry Speaker - Downsizing
Jun 8: VBS Preschool Teacher Training
Jun 9: Graduate Luncheon
Jun 15: Church Work Day
Jun 17 - 22: VBS Decorating Week
Jun 20: JOY Dinner
Jun 21: JOY Day-Trip to Smith Island
June 22: VBS Decorating (All of Church)
Jun 23: Deacon’s Meeting
Jun 24 - 28: VBS
Jul 4: Church Building Closed
Jul 7: Mega Sunday Fellowship
Jul 14: JOY Speaker—Understanding Dementia
Jul 15 - 19: Centri-Kid
Jul 18: JOY Dinner
Jul 21 - 28: Youth Tri-Cities Camp
Jul 21: Church Council, Business Meeting,
Deacon’s Meeting
Jul 29-Aug 2: Music Camp
Aug 2: Music Camp Presentation
Aug 4-9: Youth Watermarks Camp
Aug 4: Mega Sunday Fellowship
Aug 11: Lord’s Supper Supper
Aug 17: WINGS Movie Matinee
Aug 18: Deacon’s Meeting
Aug 24: Church Work Day
Aug 25: “Who’s Your One” Leadership Lunch
Aug 29: JOY Potluck/Game Day
Sep 1: Mega Sunday Fellowship
Sep 7: Community Fish Fry
Sep 9: Ballroom Dance Class (Waltz)
Sep 15: Church Council, Deacon’s Meeting
Sep 19: JOY Dinner
Sep 24: JOY Trip: Washington D.C.
Sep 28: Rise Against Hunger (WMU Event)

Restroom Project
As of this writing, we still
“owe” ourselves about
$8.1K. Nice! Let’s just pay
this off.

Aragona Update
On Saturday, May 11 we did another
Mission Walk Through in Aragona, this time
to share our summer activities schedule. Of
the 900 hangers that we had hoped to hang
on doors, we were only able to hang about
600. There was a lot going on that weekend
that must have gotten in the way of some
that had planned on coming out. But we
are thankful for those who were able to
come.
We still have two more mission walks
throughs scheduled for 2019: one prior to
our community fish fry in September and
one prior to our November and December
events. We hope to see you at one of
those. It takes about 40 folks to really do
this effort efficiently.
Aragona is our
mission field!!
How do I sign up for REALM?
Last year we launched REALM, our new
church management software. Many in our
church have already signed up and are
using REALM. If you are not signed up for
REALM, consider doing so. The process is
easy. Contact the church office for an
invitation. You will receive an email inviting
you to join. Follow the simple steps in the
process and then you are in! It is that
simple.
Costa Rica Mission Trip.
Nine people have signed up to go. We are
looking for our 10th and final member of
this TLBC Mission Team. This mission trip is
critical for our church in terms of how we
think, how we plan, and how we go about
doing our other missions efforts from our
church base. Missions looks outwards.
We’ve focused inward for too long already.
This train is leaving with or without you.
Hop aboard. Contact the church office
ASAP!

The XP Corner
I saw love in action this week and almost got emotional
about it. A member of our church walked up to me and
told me that he wanted to make it possible for two persons
in the church to go on the October mission trip to Costa
Rica by funding the half of the trip that the Missions
Committee did not fund. He followed that conversation up
a couple of days later with a check to be used for that
specific purpose. His reason for doing this was that, while
he would not be able to go on the trip himself, he did not
want a lack of funding to prevent two other persons in the
church from having a missions experience of a lifetime —
perhaps even life changing. No strings.
Wow! I was reminded of my Grandma who had felt a call to foreign missions when she was
young but was prevented from going, herself, due to family circumstances. Instead, she
committed to God that He could call her daughter (my mother) to the mission field in her
place. That is what God did. At seven years old, when Mom told Grandma that God had
called her to be a missionary, Grandma simply said, “I already know.” Mom and Dad spent
a total of 39 years in Brazil as missionaries. That is where I was born, grew up, and learned
about missions. Several years later I was “called” by God into the ministry too but I was not
finally “sent” until I felt His leadership to TLBC two years ago — some 40+ years after my
call.
A missions mind is going to change our church into what God has intended us to become.
And, only He knows what the effect that the Costa Rica trip will have on the lives of those
who go. If God is tugging at your heart about this, go. Just don’t be too surprised with
what God is planning on doing through you and through this church, as a result! We have
room for one more “missionary” to join the nine others that have already signed up to go
on this mission trip.

David Doyle

Downsizing: What, When, How?
Thursday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy a baked potato-salad bar supper, followed by a presentation
by Micah Hunt that will help as you navigate the details of downsizing
personally or for family members.

Understanding Dementia and the Continuum of Care
Sunday, July 14 at 12:15 p.m.

JOY Ministry

Serving our 55+ Community

Join us for a light lunch, followed by information from Joan Motley regarding
dementia, healthcare options, Medicare and Medicaid.
Come with your questions.

Call 757.499.0557 for more information or to make a reservation.
Reservations are requested. Please call Monday through Thursday prior to the event.
Donations to help cover the cost of the meal will be accepted.

Adjusting Our Approach (While Keeping Our Beliefs)
One of the many things I like about the Apostle Paul is the fact that he was laser-focused on whatever task
lay before him. Regardless of the many obstacles he encountered, Paul, following his conversion, never once
backed away from that which God called him to do: bring others—all others—to Christ. Committed. Fearless.
Forward-looking. Relentless. Obedient. Diligent. Faithful. Loving. Caring. Joyful. These are some of the words
that come to mind when I think of Paul’s character.
What about you? As a follower of Christ, what words would you use to describe yourself? How about the
church of which you are a part? How would you describe it? Paul’s character was shaped by his relationship
with Christ. So are ours as individual believers. So is the church’s as a whole. Or at least it should be.
Unfortunately, it is a fairly common occurrence for a church to lose its focus on the “main thing” that it has
been called to do: bring others—all others—to Christ. Paul let nothing get in the way of that. Nothing. Ever.
He did whatever was necessary to share the Gospel message with anyone and everyone he encountered,
whether planned in advance by him or not. In order to do this, Paul had to be both flexible and creative. For
while his belief in Christ never changed one iota, his approach to sharing Christ did, depending on the
audience. If you have spent any time at all reading through the book of Acts and Paul’s letters that comprise
so much of the New Testament, you can readily see that the approach Paul used in sharing the Gospel with
his fellow Jews, the general Gentile population, devoted Roman citizens and specific Roman officials was
different for each group. This was all intentional, of course, and Paul clearly reveals the reason why over and
over in his letters to various churches: to reach as many people as possible with the Gospel of Christ.
Are we, as a church, as focused, as committed, as relentless as Paul was in doing whatever it takes to reach
as many people as we can with the Good News? Are we as a church open to adjusting our approach (not our
beliefs, mind you, but our approach) in attempting to more effectively share Christ and His love to a rapidly
changing society? I hope so. But to do this, we must continue to look ahead and not behind. It really bothers
me when I hear people make what I call “backward-looking” comments. Comments like: I remember when
we used to have __. Why don’t we do __ like we did when __ was here? We haven’t done it that way before.
It was good enough then, so it’s good enough now. And, perhaps the worst one of all, If we make such and
such a change, then I’m leaving the church!
These and similar remarks are indicative of someone who is not looking ahead, who is out of touch with the
changing culture, who seems more concerned with preserving or re-creating something from the past than
trying something new and different to more effectively meet the spiritual needs of others. Such thoughts and
attitudes not only fail to help advance God’s kingdom on this earth, they, in fact, can become actual
stumbling blocks to efforts at drawing a greater number of people to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ!
If we are serious about reaching others for Christ, we, like Paul, must be willing to adjust our approach with
those we are trying to reach. This means, among other things:
• We must stop presuming that all we have to do is simply superimpose yesterday’s approaches to
proclaiming Christ to the culture of today;
• We must intentionally avoid or get rid of any obstacles that would hinder someone from coming to know
Christ;
• We must continually develop (and not be afraid to try) creative approaches in sharing the Gospel
message with the lost in today’s society.
Doing these kinds of things was a no-brainer for Paul because he was so committed to Christ and so focused
on the task that he was called to do. How about you? Are you that committed? Are you that focused? Are
you that willing for the church to adjust its approach to sharing Christ whenever necessary for the sake of
reaching the lost?
--Perry Crouch
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 24 - Friday, June 28
9:00 am - Noon
3 years old - completed 6th grade
Pre-register at the church office or
online @www.thalialynn.com
This is a FREE event.

