
Twenty-one and a half years ago, you called me to be your pastor. At that time, I was fifty
years old. I still had some spunk in me. I thought I was ready for the task. During the past two
decades you have been extremely gracious to me. You have forgiven my failures and given
me credit for good things that I had very little to do with. You are a special congregation.

Now, as I approach seventy-three years of age, I realize that I am not able to do what I once
did. Visiting members has dropped off. Caring for the sick has been inadequate. Each sermon
takes longer and longer to prepare. (In fact, everything takes longer. Eventually, I will spend
an infinite amount of time to do absolutely nothing!) This is because I am old and do not have
the energy to do all these things as you need.

Thus, I am announcing my retirement date as April 4, 2027. This date is beyond my twenty-
second anniversary here at the church and is the week after Easter. I do not want to be
mentioned on my Lord’s Resurrection Day.

Until you find a new pastor, I will be willing to perform funerals and weddings (if available) in
the interim. That will stop the day a new pastor is installed.

I still believe Thalia Lynn will experience revival. It is evident that it will not be with me as the
pastor. I believe the church has a future beyond what I can believe or think. God bless you
all!
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From the Pastor's Desk
Prentis McGoldrick
Senior Pastor
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Everyone who thinks about God is a theologian. I read this idea in aEveryone who thinks about God is a theologian. I read this idea in a
book that Prentis is having the pastoral staff and elders read calbook that Prentis is having the pastoral staff and elders read calledled
Moneyball Church: Beyond Institutional Reign by Brian Williams. HeMoneyball Church: Beyond Institutional Reign by Brian Williams. He
says that even though many of us may not consider ourselves to besays that even though many of us may not consider ourselves to be
theologians, we are theologians.This idea made me consider whattheologians, we are theologians.This idea made me consider what
makes a good theologian?makes a good theologian?

Possessing all of the right beliefs doesn’t define us as a goodPossessing all of the right beliefs doesn’t define us as a good
theologian. If we are not able to help others become disciples withtheologian. If we are not able to help others become disciples with
correct beliefs we are ineffective theologians. How can we helpcorrect beliefs we are ineffective theologians. How can we help
others mature into good theologians or disciples? Brian Williams saysothers mature into good theologians or disciples? Brian Williams says
“Perhaps we need to view theology more as a garden that grows“Perhaps we need to view theology more as a garden that grows
good fruit and vegetables than a library of orthodox doctrines andgood fruit and vegetables than a library of orthodox doctrines and
dogma.” In a garden, you have to cultivate the soil, make sure thedogma.” In a garden, you have to cultivate the soil, make sure the
seeds germinate, spend time pulling out the encroaching weedsseeds germinate, spend time pulling out the encroaching weeds
without damaging the crops, and pick the fruit and vegetables just aswithout damaging the crops, and pick the fruit and vegetables just as
they ripen so they don’t rot on the vine.they ripen so they don’t rot on the vine.

What are some practical ways we can embrace our need for aWhat are some practical ways we can embrace our need for a
correct view (or theology) of God with our need to be becomecorrect view (or theology) of God with our need to be become
followers who are becoming conformed to God’s image who arefollowers who are becoming conformed to God’s image who are
making disciples (theologians). First, we need to be students of themaking disciples (theologians). First, we need to be students of the
Bible and students of our culture. Second, we need to be willing toBible and students of our culture. Second, we need to be willing to
become gardeners of the fields we have been entrusted with bybecome gardeners of the fields we have been entrusted with by
God. For too many us, we limit our garden to a small flower pot weGod. For too many us, we limit our garden to a small flower pot we
call church. We are to be in the world, spreading the good news incall church. We are to be in the world, spreading the good news in
the cultivated soil of our community. And third, we need to be willingthe cultivated soil of our community. And third, we need to be willing
to put on our gardening gloves and remove the weeds that strangleto put on our gardening gloves and remove the weeds that strangle
our lives and the lives of those whom we are investing in. Gardening isour lives and the lives of those whom we are investing in. Gardening is
a participatory sport not something we can leave to others—if wea participatory sport not something we can leave to others—if we
desire for God to consider us His theologians who are making disciples.desire for God to consider us His theologians who are making disciples.

May your fruit, vegetable or flower garden be rich with the nutrients ofMay your fruit, vegetable or flower garden be rich with the nutrients of
what a good theologian what a good theologian needs.needs.

Everyone who thinks about God is a theologian. I read this idea in a
book that Prentis is having the pastoral staff and elders read called
Moneyball Church: Beyond Institutional Reign by Brian Williams. He
says that even though many of us may not consider ourselves to be
theologians, we are theologians.This idea made me consider what
makes a good theologian?

Possessing all of the right beliefs doesn’t define us as a good
theologian. If we are not able to help others become disciples with
correct beliefs we are ineffective theologians. How can we help
others mature into good theologians or disciples? Brian Williams says
“Perhaps we need to view theology more as a garden that grows
good fruit and vegetables than a library of orthodox doctrines and
dogma.” In a garden, you have to cultivate the soil, make sure the
seeds germinate, spend time pulling out the encroaching weeds
without damaging the crops, and pick the fruit and vegetables just as
they ripen so they don’t rot on the vine.

What are some practical ways we can embrace our need for a
correct view (or theology) of God with our need to be become
followers who are becoming conformed to God’s image who are
making disciples (theologians). First, we need to be students of the
Bible and students of our culture. Second, we need to be willing to
become gardeners of the fields we have been entrusted with by
God. For too many us, we limit our garden to a small flower pot we
call church. We are to be in the world, spreading the good news in
the cultivated soil of our community. And third, we need to be willing
to put on our gardening gloves and remove the weeds that strangle
our lives and the lives of those whom we are investing in. Gardening is
a participatory sport not something we can leave to others—if we
desire for God to consider us His theologians who are making disciples.

May your fruit, vegetable or flower garden be rich with the nutrients of
what a good theologian needs.

WE ARE ALL THEOLOGIANS
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Natalie Cox
Associate Pastor of Student Ministry

The apostle Paul grew up under the training of the finest religious leaders of his day before his
conversion to Christianity – “a Hebrew of Hebrews”, he described himself. After his experience
with God that transformed his life, he was then under the leadership of Barnabas. The beneficiary
of a powerful legacy of mentorship, it comes as no surprise that he offered the same relationships
to others after his maturation in the faith, including both Timothy and Titus as detailed in Scripture.
Timothy, whom he described as his “true child in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2), was evidently close to
his heart, and became a trusted peer over time. Paul prepared him for the task of spreading the
Gospel across the nations, as he himself had done for many years. Yet, even as he was raising
him up to fulfill his own task, Paul encouraged Timothy by saying, “You then, my son, be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:1-2).
He is asking for Timothy to develop new witnesses of the Gospel into teachers of the Word.

Are you yourself actively mentoring a young believer in your own life? If not, perhaps now is a
good time to start! Seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to direct you towards those with less
experience in the faith than yourself, and ask for discernment in whom you could make a great
partnership with. My prayer is that each of us would find opportunities to invite young believers
into the ministries of our lives, to place our trust in the God who works all things together for good,
and to empower them to fulfill the important work of evangelism and discipleship, though it may
be “easier” in the short term to accomplish ourselves. We are so fortunate that in our own failings,
many questions, and doubts, the Lord still invites us into His holy work. Let’s do the same for those
around us – inviting them in to the fulfill the tasks of ministry, and to in doing so, to experience
greater love for and intimacy with their Father.

ARE YOU TRAINING YOUR REPLACEMENT?



The chart reflects the trend in baptisms at our church
from 2000 through 2026 (year to date) – a total of 27
years (inclusive). If we were to go back even further in
time, the declining trend in baptisms would look even
more severe.  The number of baptisms in a church
generally indicates its evangelistic vitality and ability to
reach new people. Statistically for our current church size
(about 300 each week in worship services), we should be
baptizing close to 30 people every year. 

Real church growth comes from outreach outside the
walls of our church. This translates to baptisms. And, while
high baptism numbers do not necessarily guarantee
long-term church health or deep discipleship, low
numbers, over multiple years, are most assuredly
indicative of a church in decline. 

A low baptism ratio shows that a church is not actively
converting non-believers in its community.Rather its hope
rests on importing existing Christians from other churches.

A low baptism ratio points to an inactive, inward-focused
church culture that does not connect well in the
community. A multi-year decrease in baptisms signals a
church where members do not care to share their faith.
Kingdom growth comes from sharing our faith.

A multi-year decreasing trend in baptism numbers offers
a much more accurate picture of a church's health than
a single year's data, as it filters out temporary anomalies.
It means that the church is not adapting its outreach
methods successfully (provided it has any) to remain
relevant to its changing surrounding culture and
opportunities.

Declining baptism numbers often reflect aging
congregations with fewer young adult families with
children.Look around our own church for evidence of
this.

A multi-year drop in baptisms is one of the clearest signs
that a church has turned inward, prioritizing both its own
culture and the comfort of existing members over
outreach. It highlights an urgent need for revitalization
because that church has clearly lost its way.

Our baptism trend tells us our story. But our story can
change if we allow God to change us into an outward-
focused church that puts its priorities on bringing
community to Christ.

The XP Corner:  
Baptisms Tell Our Story
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration



Constitution Proposed Change: Article V - Amendments: changing "The
Vision" to "monthly newsletter". This was presented at the July business
meeting to be voted on at the next scheduled business meeting.
(November 15 at 4:30 pm in the Sanctuary)

Article V - Amendments: These Articles may be amended or altered
with concurrence of a 2/3 vote of the Church members present at any
regular or called meeting, provided such amendments be given
announcement at regular worship service for a period of one-month
before action and are presented in writing at least once in the
monthly newsletter or another mode of correspondence sent to each
member’s available home address.

By-laws Proposed Changes: A copy of the proposed changes were
presented at the July business meeting to be voted on at the next
scheduled business meeting. A copy of these changes is available for
review in the church office. 

STATE
MISSIONS
OFFERING
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Join the
Christmas 

Choir
Christmas Choir has begun preparing for the
holiday season. You are invited to join in the
musical fun. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7
Pm and training is Oct. 4 after the 11:00 am
Worship Service. Please contact the Bret Woodall
at bret@mytowncenterchurch.com for more info.
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