
The first issue has to do with the Elders. The committee working on vetting the first Elders
understands that we can’t have nine Elders who all complete their service after five years.
There must be a system by which new Elder(s) are appointed by the church each year. This
must be done with the total number of Elders never going above nine. Right now, we have
ten qualified candidates but cannot exceed the number (9) we have already established.
That means one or more candidates will not be appointed so that new candidates can be
nominated each year. Since each of the present candidates is qualified, there should be no
problem in saying that some will need to wait to serve. Humility is a great part of the
qualifications for an Elder. We see that in each of the people already nominated. We just
need to establish a system that allows for new Elders to be appointed in the future.

There are two very important things I need to inform you about. These things need your
prayer for those who are making these decisions will affect the church for years to come.

From the Pastor's Desk
Prentis McGoldrick
Senior Pastor
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The second opportunity before us is the 70 x 7 groups being formed this summer. I believe
everyone should go through this course because I think that everyone has been done wrong
by someone at some time in their lives. Many of us have chosen not to recall those hurts but
they remain if we do not forgive those specific offenses. Often, the person we need to
forgive is ourselves. Our forgiveness to ourselves may be because we made a mistake that
hurt us or our families. These things never let us off the hook of thinking we should somehow
be punished. Most people punish themselves. This squeezes the joy out of Christians. So, I am
asking you to be in a group. I can’t promise that you will get through everything you need to
forgive on the first try. I can promise that you will be set free when you do. I believe we need
to offer this again and again until everyone has forgiven everyone of everything before
God. That includes forgiving ourselves. So, get in a group if you can this summer. If not, get in
a group that we will have later.
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When I was an undergraduate at Ouachita Baptist University, I met a student who had been
studying continuously there as an undergraduate for the better part of 8 years.  He was
intelligent, and his stated goal was to accumulate as much knowledge as he could.  There is
nothing wrong with pursuing knowledge, but at some point, knowledge needs to be put into
practice.  And much to his chagrin, the University finally forced him to graduate.  

Similarly, we must move from seeing discipleship as primarily a classroom learning activity to
understanding it as communal.   This realization does not fly in the face of the importance of
structured biblical education.  Rather, it gives it purpose.  Discipleship is not intended to be
confined to a church classroom on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am or on Wednesday evenings at
6:00 pm.  Discipleship is not taking one course after another – ad infinitum – from the plethora
of “discipleship” courses that we offer here at TLBC.  It should not shock you that knowledge
alone will not produce disciples. Such a view is self-serving and conjures up the image of a self-
licking ice cream cone.

Discipleship is meant to be lived out in community.  This fact calls us all to a type of discipleship
that can be best understood as “long obedience in the same direction”, to quote Eugene
Peterson.  For us, this means that discipleship must become a daily relational process and not
just a Sunday morning practice.  In other words, the true measure of discipleship must change
from gaining knowledge to living it out -- becoming intentional disciples who live out his/her
faith every day.  Real discipleship must ultimately take place in homes, workplaces, shops, and
neighborhoods, just as much (or maybe more!) as in a church or other religious institution.  And
it is meant to be done in community.

XP Corner: Discipleship Is Relational
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration
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One of my favorite books of the Old Testament is Isaiah.  I was
reminded of a verse a few nights ago during our Young Adult
Bible Study after one of our young adults shared how God was
doing a new work in their life that was both exciting and a little
intimidating: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in
the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:18-19

Our church has been praying for revival for many months now
and I am not sure the new things springing up are a full-on revival
but, in my opinion, they offer a measure of evidence that God is
doing a new thing here at Thalia Lynn. Here are a few things I see
springing up around us:

We took over 40 kids, parents and sponsors on a Missions
Campout in May.
We have over 100 people registered for our 70X7 series on
Forgiveness already and it looks like we will have at least a
dozen groups this summer and a few in the fall.
A month before VBS begins, we have over 60 volunteers
planning for a week of outreach in our community.
Our Missions Committee has been meeting regularly to pray
and discern how we can be “on mission” here in Virginia
Beach and around the world.
Our Elder Selection Process is in full swing as candidates are
being vetted.

These can be exciting and intimidating times as new things
happen.  Allow God to show you a new work you can be a part
of. May we continue to faithfully abide in Christ as He continues to
show us our path forward.
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70x7: Adult Summer
Discipleship Series

This summer, we are excited to invite
everyone at Thalia Lynn Baptist Church to
join our Summer Small Groups where we
will be studying 70X7: Finding Peace by
Forgiving Others...and Yourself by Bruce
Wilkinson. We would love for you to be a

part of this enriching 8 session experience.
For more information, email the Church

Office at office@mytowncenterchurch.com


