
Welcome to the world of AI. Artificial Intelligence, we
are told, is the path to the future. It can answer your
phone, give you advice and fix your problems.
Companies are letting us all become AI beta testers
and we are discovering the failures of AI as the
companies who use it are ignoring us.

I get it, we live in a global economy that is
increasingly competitive. Everything produced today
must be more, faster, cheaper and better tomorrow.
The problem is that there are too many variables to
program when encountering problems. AI may say it
understands but it can’t when it comes to multiple
problems. There are just too many to program. And
even when you set AI to learn, it coldly responds
.

This week I had a huge problem that a company tried
to solve with AI. Microsoft in their immense wisdom
stopped allowing me to use the programs that I pay a
subscription for by terminating automatic logins. It has
been so long since I have used the login that I can’t
remember what the password is. They also added an
app that I must put on my phone called
“Authenticator” to verify my password. I don’t have
that app. When I put in the password, I still couldn’t
get verified. When I asked for help, I was asked to
login. When I tried to login, I was sent to the
Authenticator app. I couldn’t get help and Microsoft
has no person that can be called. Even their phone is
answered by AI who says that the problem I am
experiencing must be done online. I merely have to
login.

AI can’t understand what a person can! It seems that
Microsoft has gotten so large that they don’t need my
business. It isn’t like they haven’t made a boat load of
money from all of us. I am so frustrated that I am 
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cancelling my Microsoft account. So, I am writing this
ariticle using an alternative word processor and feeling
pretty good about it.

Recently someone showed me a text that was received
from a church she was considered visiting. It said it was
from the pastor. It said her name in the text but it was
obviously AI generated. Yes, it is efficient but it has no
more concern about the person than a generic flyer. I
can assure you that when someone asks for me to text
them, I am the one who texts them. Computers will
never be concerned. Computers will never be spiritual
no matter how many science fiction films say that they
will.

Churches are also businesses. They want it to attract
people. They are looking at ways to do so without
needing people to do it. Some think it will multiply their
efforts. I wonder how long it will be before AI will be
writing the sermons. Honestly, the sermons may be
better than mine but they will never be spiritual.

I suppose that many people will flock to the churches
whose AI has attracted them with fast, cleaver texts that
appear to come from someone. They will gather in
crowds to sing music generated by AI. They may hear
sermons written and directed by AI. It will all be fine until
they need a human who will care about them. Maybe
by then, the church will be as big as Microsoft that
doens’t really need their business.

If people are to be reached to trust in Christ rather than
attend an event, it will take people reaching them. That
will never change. Our mission is to make disciples of
Jesus Christ. AI can’t do that. You are absolutely needed
to accomplish the mission. The church can never
replace you with technology. We might just be the last
business left that knows that.



Perhaps Jonathan Leeman says it best in his book, “Church
Membership”, when he speaks about one of Satan’s
favorite strategies for undercutting the Kingdom of Christ:
 
“Local churches, remember, are embassies.  They
don’t dwell in neutral or friendly territory but behind
enemy lines.  That’s why Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5
equates excommunicating a man caught in adultery
with handling him over to Satan.  Satan is the prince of
this world, and the kingdoms of the world temporarily
belong to him (John 12:31; 14:30; Matt 4:8-9).
 
Satan uses different devices in different locations to
undermine Christ’s Kingdom.  A favorite devise of his in the
West is cultural Christianity.  The American brand of cultural
Christianity results from well-intentioned adults handing out
candy of cheap grace to five-year-old and twenty-five-
year-olds alike.  You ask them if they want to be with
mommy and daddy in heaven or pressure them into
walking an aisle.  The point Is, you play on their fears,
emotions or appetites in order to get quick, unconsidered
professions of faith.  Then you immediately affirm those
professions of faith.”
 
“The genius of this devise is that it always allows Satan to
inoculate their hosts against real Christianity.  It’s nearly
impossible to share the gospel with a cultural Christiam
because he already gives lip service to it.  “Yes, I believe
that”.  But there is no repentance.  He merely baptizes a
slightly sanitized version of his old self into Christianity”.

The most obvious sign that Satan's strategy is effective is that
cultural Christians do not produce fruit.  How could they,
apart from the vine?  They are the walking dead -- spiritually
worthless and destined to be thrown into the fire (John 15:4-
6).  Churches are full of them.

The XP Corner:
Cultural Christianity
A Satanic Strategy
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration



Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall
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Written by Executive Pastor of
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As we approach Thanksgiving, I am reminded of one of my
favorite group of verses in the Bible from Philippians 4. Paul speaks
of presenting our requests with thanksgiving to God. What a
wonderful counterbalance to our Thanksgiving—we are instructed
to ask God for what we need. And that instruction follows God’s
command to not be anxious—ABOUT ANYTHING. This is hard for
many of us. But God has a solution—He gives us His peace—a
peace that transcends all understanding—what a superb promise
—one that has proved true in my life— time after time.

For my family, Thanksgiving is a difficult holiday because it is when
we lost our mom. But every year, God will send a peace that sees
me through the anxiety of trauma and loss and grief. My hope is
that you will seek God for that same peace that passes
understanding. If this season leading up to the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays is one where grief is fresh or angst producing,
please know your church is praying for you. We would also like to
invite you to our annual Service of Hope on Sunday, November 2
at 3pm in the Chapel. It will be a service that reminds us that we
can ask God for His peace that will guard our hearts and minds in
Jesus.

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4
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grace and peace,
Peggy

WITH THANKSGIVING, PRESENT YOUR
REQUESTS TO GOD



At the October business meeting, I was truly
overwhelmed by the love and support this church
has shown, and I’m grateful for the trust you’ve
placed in me to lead our young disciples. Change
can be difficult—whether it’s a new routine, job, or
leadership—but sometimes stepping out of our
comfort zone leads to unexpected blessings. Since I
was 9 I have always ordered the same Subway
sandwich, until I tried the steak and cheese and
discovered something new and wonderful. In the
same way, I believe God is working in our ministry,
preparing something amazing for us. He’s brought
together a fantastic youth leadership team, and as
we follow His lead, I’m confident we’ll experience the
“steak and cheese” moment we’ve been searching
for.

It’s an incredible honor to serve as interim youth
ministry leader, something I never imagined I’d say.
Thank you for your love and support during this
transition.

A few upcoming events:
DNOW is November 7th–8th, with the theme “No
Filter.” We’re excited to participate this year!
Stay tuned for details about our Christmas party in
December.

Forever growing in Christ,
 Cody Mayfield

Interim DIrector of Student Ministries
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2025 Operation
Christmas Bags 

Women on Mission (WOM) is hosting the 2025
Operation Christmas Bags project to fill 125
bags for children at five Title 1 Elementary

schools. Sign up in the library on NOVEMBER 9,
16, and 23. Drop off completed bags on

NOVEMBER 16, 23, and 30. For a Wish List if you
can’t attend, email Sandra Raker:

sandra.raker@gmail.com. Partner schools:
Diamond Springs, Newtown, Bettie F. Williams,

Lynnhaven, and Pembroke Elementary.


