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From the Pastor's Desk

Prentis McGoldrick
Senior Pastor

Welcome to the world of Al. Artificial Intelligence, we
are told, is the path to the future. It can answer your
phone, give you advice and fix your problems.
Companies are letting us all become Al beta testers
and we are discovering the failures of Al as the
companies who use it are ignoring us.

| get it, we live in a global economy that is
increasingly competitive. Everything produced today
must be more, faster, cheaper and better tomorrow.
The problem is that there are too many variables to
program when encountering problems. Al may say it
understands but it can't when it comes to multiple
problems. There are just foo many to program. And
even when you set Al to learn, it coldly responds

This week | had a huge problem that a company tried
fo solve with Al. Microsoft in their immense wisdom
stopped allowing me to use the programs that | pay a
subscription for by terminating automatic logins. It has
been so long since | have used the login that | can't
remember what the password is. They also added an
app that | must put on my phone called
“"Authentficator” to verify my password. | don't have
that app. When | put in the password, | still couldn’t
get verified. When | asked for help, | was asked to
login. When | ftried to login, | was sent fo the
Authenficator app. | couldn’t get help and Microsoft
has no person that can be called. Even their phone is
answered by Al who says that the problem | am
experiencing must be done online. | merely have fo
login.

Al can’t understand what a person can! It seems that
Microsoft has gotten so large that they don’'t need my
business. It isn't like they haven't made a boat load of
money from all of us. | am so frustrated that | am
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canceling my Microsoft account. So, I am writing this
ariticle using an alternative word processor and feeling
prefty good about it.

Recently someone showed me a text that was received
from a church she was considered visiting. It said it was
from the pastor. It said her name in the text but it was
obviously Al generated. Yes, it is efficient but it has no
more concern about the person than a generic flyer. |
can assure you that when someone asks for me to text
them, | am the one who fexts them. Computers will
never be concerned. Computers will never be spiritual
no matter how many science fiction films say that they
will.

Churches are also businesses. They want it to attract
people. They are looking at ways to do so without
needing people to do it. Some think it will multiply their
efforts. | wonder how long it will be before Al will be
writing the sermons. Honestly, the sermons may be
better than mine but they will never be spiritual.

| suppose that many people will flock to the churches
whose Al has attracted them with fast, cleaver texts that
appear to come from someone. They will gather in
crowds o sing music generated by Al. They may hear
sermons written and directed by Al. It will all be fine until
they need a human who will care about them. Maybe
by then, the church will be as big as Microsoft that
doens't really need their business.

If people are to be reached to trust in Christ rather than
attend an event, it will take people reaching them. That
will never change. Our mission is to make disciples of
Jesus Christ. Al can't do that. You are absolutely needed
to accomplish the mission. The church can never
replace you with technology. We might just be the last
business left that knows that.




e G st

The XP Corner: o
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\ A Satanic Strategy g Sy,

Y- "

David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration

Registration is not required for
entry but encouraged. .

Perhaps Jonathan Leeman says it best in his book, “Church Every T._,esdu,
Membership”, when he speaks about one of Satan's 6:30 pm- 8:30 pi
favorite strategies for undercutting the Kingdom of Christ: mﬂ,w,miﬂf:jﬂimﬂemm Aty

“Local churches, remember, are embassies. They ' ' -
don't dwell in neutral or friendly territory but behind
enemy lines. That's why Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5  ERLEEEGLLELUEETE ]

i icati ht in adult
with handiing him over o Satar, Safon s the prince of (@B 0] L@t Le®)|l]\ e &
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this world, and the kingdoms of the world temporarily

belong to him (John 12:31; 14:30; Matt 4:8-9).

Satan uses different devices in different locatfions to
undermine Christ's Kingdom. A favorite devise of his in the
West is cultural Christianity. The American brand of cultural
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Christianity results from well-intentioned adults handing out  [§ Sunday/INovembeié
candy of cheap grace to five-year-old and twenty-five- 2RI e S gggggg&g;gggmeehns
year-olds alike. You ask them if they want to be with BERITEITA¢ '

mommy and daddy in heaven or pressure them into | St = a:

walking an aisle. The point Is, you play on ftheir fears, i ——m——
emotions or appetites in order to get quick, unconsidered
professions of faith. Then you immediately affirm those
professions of faith.”

“The genius of this devise is that it always allows Satan tfo
inoculate their hosts against real Christianity. It's nearly
impossible to share the gospel with a cultural Christiam
because he already gives lip service to it. “Yes, | believe
that”. But there is no repentance. He merely baptizes a
slightly sanitized version of his old self into Christianity”.

A Ministry of the Bridge
Network of Churches

Did you know there’s a place for moms in
need to get free items for their children
ages newborn thru daround age 2? Well.
there is and Baby Boutique is that place!
AND it's located right here at TLBC! We offer
gently used and new clothing and other
various items suitable for that age grou ﬁ)
Our clothing goes up fo size 2/24 months
and out inventory relies on donations, so our
available items vary day by day. We LOVE
helping, so if you know of anyone in your
church or community who could use our
help, please have them go fo
thebridgenet.org and fil out a Baby

- Boutique application. The application can
be found wunder Resources. Once We
! Receive it, we'll be in touch fo set up an

appointment. We offer a "One Time Only"
visit to get needed items.

The most obvious sign that Satan's strategy is effective is that
cultural Christians do not produce fruit. How could they,
apart from the vine? They are the walking dead -- spiritually
worthless and destined to be thrown into the fire (John 15:4-
6). Churches are full of them.
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Now may the God of hope fill you with
_ alljoy and peace in believing, thai
] you may abound in hope by the

{ Since we depend on_donations, we are
; g always happy fo receive baby items! We
ARG S LAY  cccept gently used or new items. There are

about becoming a member 5
ot our chiTeh family. ¥ a few items that we do not accept such as
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| November 2, 2025 @ 3:00 pm _ | LED BY DA WYLE cribs, car seats, and baby powder. Please

¥ TLBC Chapel ¢ 5 A T = lns contact me directly if you would like to

d LAY " pRINCCA T CER VAR donate or if you have any question about
Guestspeaker: (i 0, 1012 9m Baby Boutique.

B
Cindy Barr BONNIE CUTHRIELL, DIRECTOR | 757-681-7056
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. THALIA LYNN BAPTIST CHURCH PRESENTS ’?‘_’-
) 2025 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRESENTATION

SUNDAY, DECEMBER

o;&g

POINSETTIAS Sl >/~

Thalia Lynn will adorn our sanctuary with poinsettias during the
Advent/Christmas season. If you wise to purchase and a plant
in honor or memory of someone, please select the size of plant
you would like and make the payment on-line along with whom
you wish to honor or remember. You may also turn in the i N
payment to the Main Church Office. The Deadline to order ‘ - B : SAVE THE DATE )
plants is Sunday, November 30th. Thank you! R - - 1) k" December 14, 2025 -:100 pm %

COST: 6 1/2" ~$10 | 8" ~$17 | 12" ~ $34

Charles
s Billingsley =

N . Holiday Concert
- A - December 16,2025
OU'RE INVITED

THANKSGIVIN G {7 e

WORSHIP SERVICE  Yirail Sciate |

We will be accepting an e :-E[LB@ Aﬁ)‘é?m@ i s
Offeriﬂg fOf' our FOOd PQ n'l'ry 4 In addition to regutarSundaymommg :

Worship Services & Disciple Groups
NOVEMBER 23 @ 6PM

Thalia Lynn invites youfo these special events:
o il T
TLBC JOY MINISTRY ¥

Y GIVE THANKS Y
LUNCHEON

- Thursday, November 13th @ 11:30

¥ ]

Sunday, Nov 30 OPE - First Sunday of Advent

-
A

Friday, Dec 5 4:00pm

S EEEens LOVE - Second Sunday of Advent

ERRT Y.

JOY - Third Sunday of Advent

! ; F.EA.CEI-Fou;thundayon\@m
Golden Corral rpabichiaeihesy
400 S Independence Blvd. '

Scan QR code to register. Space is limited.
REGJSTRAT!ON FEE DUE ON SUNDAY PLEASE USE JOY ENVELOPE
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Written by Executive Pastor of
Ministries: Peggy Peek

WITH THANKSGIVING, PRESENT YOUR
REQUESTS TO GOD

As we approach Thanksgiving, | am reminded of one of my
favorite group of verses in the Bible from Philippians 4. Paul speaks
of presenting our requests with thanksgiving to God. What a
wonderful counterbalance to our Thanksgiving—we are instructed SIN GERS
to ask God for what we need. And that instruction follows God's

command to not be anxious—ABOUT ANYTHING. This is hard for '

many of us. But God has a solution—He gives us His peace—a NOVEMBER 2025
peace that franscends all understanding—what a superb promise | Rehearsals - Tuesdays at 9:30
—one that has proved frue in my life— time after time. o November 4, 11, and 18

For my family, Thanksgiving is a difficult holiday because it is when g Outreach
we lost our mom. But every year, God will send a peace that sees g Nov. 20 - Commonwealth
me through the anxiety of frauma and loss and grief. My hope is & Nov. 25 - Bay Lake

that you wil seek God for that same peace that passes Open to anyone whose schedule
understanding. If this season leading up to the Thanksgiving and | permits! Come join the fun!
Christmas holidays is one where grief is fresh or angst producing, © —mery
please know your church is praying for you. We would also like to 3 ( \

invite you to our annual Service of Hope on Sunday, November 2 . @gm@ _ “ ‘\i
at 3pm in the Chapel. It will be a service that reminds us that we P nesdays @ 10:00 a.m.
can ask God for His peace that will guard our hearts and minds in November §, 12, 19

Jesus Age-appropriate music and movement
. for Children, Birth through pre-K,
accompanied by a parent or coleglver

Contact the office at 757.499.0557 if you would like more infarmation.

by e B e

°Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. ¢ Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ” And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4

grace and peace,
Peggy
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PIZZA & BOWLING
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sunday, November 9
12:15pma2:45pm
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& COCOA

G Rﬁﬁmas ?ﬂﬁ“j

doin us as we indulge in the warmth
and sweetness of the holiday season. El e n e 2
Bring your favorite cookies fo share ok
and wear your most festive
Christmas Pajamas or sweater,

) IImP
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At the October business meeting, | was truly
overwhelmed by the love and support this church
has shown, and I'm grateful for the trust you've friday, December Sth N
placed in me to lead our young disciples. Change 6-8 PM : .
can be difficult—whether it's a new routine, job, or TLBC Fellowship Hall Ly b
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leadership—but sometimes stepping out of our
Greeters Needed ‘%
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comfort zone leads to unexpected blessings. Since |
was 9 | have always ordered the same Subway

sandwich, until | tried the steak and cheese and TWO GREETERS ARE NEEDED AT
discovered something new and wonderful. In the EVERY LOCATION AND SHIFT

same way, | believe God is working in our ministry, 1‘Th?r Gr?:ieFriM:Tisrw is a vital f;mcﬁon f.ownz chuz;ch,:ind itis 2
’ . . . [ offen the First Iimpression visitors receive when atrending in #?
Erep%rlng S]?mTeTthng Or?gzllngdforhps-THes brOlélghT - person.Visilors:hocomeioworship buifeellosiorou?of 1
ogether a fantastic youth leadership tfeam, and as
we follow His lead, I'm confident we'll experience the

o

place are not likely to return.
Flease contact one of the following or nofify the church office
: if you are interested or need more information.

“STeGk Ond Cheese” momeﬂT We’Ve been SeOrChing Randy Carlson: Anita Chastain:
f or svenskal 945@gmail.com atc351@gmail.com
: (757-620-0994) (703-929-1031)

It's an incredible honor to serve as interim youth
ministry leader, something | never imagined I'd say. [§
Thank you for your love and support during this &
transition.

A few upcoming events:
e DNOW is November 7th-8th, with the theme “No
Filter.” We're excited to participate this year!
e Stay tuned for details about our Christmas party in
December.

Forever growing in Christ,
Cody Mayfield
Interim Dlrector of Student Ministries
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Contact Peggy Peek for any questions at
e @mytowncenterchurch.com
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Thalia Lynn Baptist Church
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Gool F|I| 125 Glft Bags to be d|sfr|buted to chﬂdren who
attend five Title 1 Elementary schools where more than
50% of the students are from low-income families.

BAG SIGN UPS KICKOFF ON NOVEMBER 9 IN THE LIBRARY.

WOM Members will be available before and after each

Sunday worship Service to sign up donors and collect
@ filled bags through November 30.

-
& If a member would like a Wish List, but can’t come to church to get one, \:
Iheyr can emcnl Sundru Raker at sandra. raker@gmull com und she will - S_

Beﬁie F.Williams, Lynnhaven and Pembroke Ele'r?"l‘e"niury :
Sk ==
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2025 Operation
Christmas Bags

Women on Mission (WOM) is hosting the 2025
Operation Christmas Bags project to fill 125
bags for children at five Title 1 Elementary
schools. Sign up in the library on NOVEMBER 9,
16, and 23. Drop off completed bags on
NOVEMBER 16, 23, and 30. For a Wish List if you
can't attend, email Sandra Raker:
sandra.raker@gmail.com. Partner schools:
Diamond Springs, Newtown, Bettie F. Williams,
Lynnhaven, and Pembroke Elementary.
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