
I appreciate the older people in our congregation. They kept this church alive when it started. They
gave, served and sacrificed to see this church thrive. Thalia Lynn would not be here if not for many of
the older people. I am hoping they continue to see the fruit of their labors. And they will as long as we
reach younger people. For if we don’t, this church will die with this generation.
One of the churches in the area had an older person say that he didn’t care what the church did
after he was gone but until that time, he wanted the church to do things like they always did. I get the
rationale. The way things used to be done brought people in. If we went back to doing things that
way we would bring them in again. Unfortunately, that philosophy is killing businesses and churches.
Sears kept doing what they had always done. Kmart kept doing what they had always done. One of
the churches in downtown Nashville was sold and became a strip club.  No matter how hard they
tried, they couldn’t turn back the clock to when they were highly successful. Things changed because
people changed.

We should see this with hair styles, clothing styles, car designs and even the vocabulary with which we
talk to each other. Don’t get me wrong. We must keep the Bible just as it is. However, the methods of
delivery must always change.

A case in point: I was very turned off by “The Chosen” series on television. I believed it distorted the
essentials that were in the Bible and that people would believe that what they saw on TV was what
really happened. Then, I looked at the research. One of the Bible program apps noted that there was
an uptick in the verses read that dealt with what happened recently on “The Chosen.” The program
was having a positive effect in getting people to read the Bible. I dropped my objection.
Sure, we can keep doing what we have been doing and only lose the people who are physically
unable to come or who have died. If we do that, the church will die a slow death. We must reach
younger people if we are to thrive once again.

I am one of those older people now. It would be much easier to keep things like they have been for a
long time. However, I know that this will not only make me the longest pastor this church has ever had.
It will make me the last one too. 

4392 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23462     757-499-0557     www.thalialynn.com4392 Virginia Beach Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23462     757-499-0557     www.thalialynn.com

From the Pastor's Desk
Prentis McGoldrick
Senior Pastor
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Peggy Peek
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I recently started reading a book on “Why Sabbath Matters?”.I recently started reading a book on “Why Sabbath Matters?”.    
It sometimes feels like in the midst of hectic work schedules andIt sometimes feels like in the midst of hectic work schedules and
demands of family life, we can allow the important discipline ofdemands of family life, we can allow the important discipline of
Sabbath to be put on the “back burner” of scheduling time.Sabbath to be put on the “back burner” of scheduling time.    II
was reminded that “Sabbath is not meant to slow us down, it iswas reminded that “Sabbath is not meant to slow us down, it is
meant to stop us for short periods to rest, recharge, andmeant to stop us for short periods to rest, recharge, and
refocus.” In Matthew 11:29-30, we hear Jesus say to us “Comerefocus.” In Matthew 11:29-30, we hear Jesus say to us “Come
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give youto me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.rest.    Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentleTake my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humbleand humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

None of us is immune from ignoring God’s commands andNone of us is immune from ignoring God’s commands and
thinking they don’t apply to us.thinking they don’t apply to us.    We convince ourselves our job isWe convince ourselves our job is
too important; we don’t need as much rest as rtoo important; we don’t need as much rest as regular people;egular people;
things are just really hectic this month, year, season; if I don’t dothings are just really hectic this month, year, season; if I don’t do
it, it won’t get done; I don’t want to be quiet and still becauseit, it won’t get done; I don’t want to be quiet and still because
I’m avoiding a hard truth; or some other argument we tellI’m avoiding a hard truth; or some other argument we tell
ourselves.ourselves.    All of it is disobedience to God’s prescribed rhythmAll of it is disobedience to God’s prescribed rhythm
for our lives—a day of rest every week—a day devoted to Godfor our lives—a day of rest every week—a day devoted to God
and His rest for our soul.and His rest for our soul.    

Sabbath is a gift and a command.Sabbath is a gift and a command.    Slaves do not have the giftSlaves do not have the gift
of Sabbath because they are not in control of how they spendof Sabbath because they are not in control of how they spend
their time.their time.    When slaves were freed in ExWhen slaves were freed in Exododus 16, they wereus 16, they were
ggiven Sabbath as a gift.iven Sabbath as a gift.    Honor the gift we have been given byHonor the gift we have been given by
God to be renewed by Him every week. My prayer for you isGod to be renewed by Him every week. My prayer for you is
Psalm 62:5 “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes fromPsalm 62:5 “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from
Him.”Him.”

grace and peace,grace and peace,
PeggyPeggy
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Natalie Cox
Associate Pastor of Student Ministry

Below is a list of additional upcoming youth
group summer events to invite the 7th-12th
graders in your life to.

July 1st: Escape Room & Bible Study
July 3rd-7th: FUGE Camp at Ridgecrest
July 15th: Mini Golf & Bible Study
July 22nd: Summer Meltdown & Bible
Study
July 29th: Slip N Slide Kickball & Bible
Study



In response to recent news on SBC messengers' approval to advance a proposed ban on churches who
allow women to serve as pastors or to preach in any capacity, BGAV stands behind our previous
statements in past years affirming women in all levels of ministry and church leadership. BGAV upholds
the historically Baptist distinctives of soul freedom and of the autonomy of the local church, trusting the
Holy Spirit's call upon individuals to serve God in proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ and empowering
each congregation to ordain those individuals regardless of gender. 

“BGAV has a long-standing affirmation for women in leadership,” said Wayne Faison, BGAV’s executive
director. “We have not only affirmed this in voice, but also in action. This affirmation continues to be a
core value for BGAV to live out of—as well as to live into—in the years to come. Throughout BGAV, and
our many aspects of mission and ministry, no space of leadership is ever considered off limits to
women.” 

To reiterate that level of support, BGAV's executive board released official statements in 2023 and 2024
in reaffirmation and formed a task force which brought its report with recommendations to foster further
support and advocacy. But far beyond the more recent public statements—and more significantly—
BGAV's history has explicitly prioritized women in positions of leadership, exhibiting a long arc of trust in
the voices of women. 

Since the early 1980s, as the Southern Baptist Convention has become more restrictive regarding the
ordination of women, BGAV has not wavered from including congregations who choose to allow
women to serve in preaching and pastoral roles. “One of our strategies to demonstrate support was to
make sure women (including ordained) were in BGAV leadership roles, either as officers, leadership on
staff and boards, or preaching at annual meetings,” explained John Upton, former executive director.
“We hoped by modeling women in leadership, others would be comfortable moving in that direction.”
For decades, BGAV has consistently elected women as members and chairs of its Executive Board and
standing committees. 

Eight women, for example, have served in BGAV’s highest elected role of president: Rebecca J.
McKinney, 2024; Nancy Stanton McDaniel, 2016; Ann Fitzgerald Brown, 2015; Elizabeth Cumbie Fogg,
2003; Mary B. Wilson, 1997; Margaret B. Wayland, 1995; Jean Woodward, 1989; and the first female
president, Christine Gregory, 1983. 

“Women in leadership roles—both lay and ordained—are part of our DNA as Virginia Baptists,” reflected
Becky McKinney, former BGAV president. “We’re not just talking the talk; we’re trying to walk the walk.
We know we still have a ways to go, but we’re committed to getting there.”

BGAV’s support for women in leadership extends decades into the past. In 1984, Virginia Baptists
approved a resolution affirming that God calls both men and women to ministry and declaring that
ordination should be regarded as a matter of local church practice rather than denominational policy.
The resolution came just months after Southern Baptist Convention messengers adopted a resolution
opposing women in ministry and reflected BGAV's commitment to both women's leadership and local
church autonomy. 

Just over a decade earlier, in 1972, Marjorie Bailey became the first woman ordained to the gospel
ministry in Virginia. Later that same year, Emma Stratton became the first woman elected as an officer
of the General Association when she was chosen as first vice president. 

In 1969, the first major BGAV strategic planning committee in modern history, the Committee of 24, was
approved; it was composed of women and men and equally divided between clergy and laity. 

In 1931, women were elected to serve on the Board of Missions and Education after board leaders
publicly called for women to be represented in its governance. 

And in 1920, BGAV officially welcomed women as messengers at annual meetings to conduct business. 

Together, these milestones reflect more than a century of Virginia Baptists affirming the gifts, calling,
and leadership of women in the life of the church.
 

The Faith & Field editorial staff thanks Marilee White, Fred Anderson, and Nathan Taylor for their research
contributions to this article.

BGAV Continues Support for
Women in Ministry Leadership
(by BGAV Faith & Field Staff)



Because churches like yours prayed, gave, sent, and stayed engaged, the
gospel reached people this year who may otherwise never have heard the
name of Jesus. 

Together, Southern Baptists helped sustain more than 3,500 missionaries and their
2,700 children across 150+ countries. And through that faithful presence, we saw
amazing fruit: 

2,066,251 people heard the gospel 
196,497 became new believers 
29,937 were baptized 
7,697 new churches were planted 
29,018 leaders were trained in church planting 
225,578 people were discipled

Your partnership also helped meet real physical needs in Jesus’ name. Through
IMB’s Send Relief, 2,277,589 lives were impacted across 80 countries through 472
projects — creating opportunities for compassion, trust, and gospel witness. 

Churches like yours were also part of this story through going and sending:13,679
volunteers served on 2,136 volunteer trips in 120 countries, representing 2,039
Southern Baptist churches. Your church’s prayers, giving, and sending are helping
put the gospel in front of people who may otherwise never hear it. 

That’s true on a mountain ridge where a village had its first chance to hear about
Jesus. It’s true in global cities where missionaries are engaging people in
unexpected places. And it’s true in communities where compassionate care
opens the door to spiritual conversations. 

Thank you for continuing to lead your people toward the nations. Thank you for
helping your church see the Great Commission is not abstract. It is happening —
and you are part of it. 

With gratitude, 
 Edward Herrelko, PhD
 Vice President, U.S. Engagement

International Missions Stats
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Prayer Meeting
Summer Schedule

This Summer prayer meeting will
begin at 6:30 pm after a 6:00 pm
bible study lead by Prentis. Reach
out to the church office for any
questions.
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