
Just about every preacher is looking for a magic bullet. They seek the one thing that will
make their churches explode with growth. Many of them have gone the marketing route.
They spend time on image, multiple locations, and truly getting their people excited about
the growth of their churches. And I say, “God bless every one of these preachers.” However,
that doesn’t make me one of them.

I have read scores of books on church growth. I have gone to seminars, watched videos and
listened to those preachers who have seen phenomenal growth. For a long while, I believed
this was the direction I should go too, but I never got it off the ground. I asked God why
many of the things that others did didn’t work for the churches I served. The real reason is
that I am not any of those preachers. I don’t have the charisma, physical presence nor the
intelligence to personally cause church growth. I am not a fantastic preacher, author nor
promoter.

So, I have come to the conclusion that I must depend upon God to act if our church is to
grow. This is why I will spend much of my time this year discipling people to pray with an
expectation that God will answer. I will preach a sermon series, lead discipleship groups and
encourage each person in our church to become those who pray. Some may become
prayer warriors but most of them will simply be people who pray and expect God to answer.

And if we do this out of obedience to our Lord and our church grows, no one will say that the
preacher was the reason. Everyone will know that the Holy Spirit has inhabited our church. It
was God and God alone.
And I’m okay with that.
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Last month during Advent I preached the sermon on
joy.  At the very end of the invitation, a child came
forward to ask if I would pray for her dad.  Specifically,
she asked me to pray that her dad would want to
come to church with her.  So, we prayed a very
simple and specific prayer together.  After that, the
child seemed at peace and went back to her seat.  
Later that evening at the Christmas Cantata, the
same child saw me and literally dragged a
gentleman over to meet me.  All smiles, she said, “This
is my dad”.  This occasion was too sweet for words.  
Two things stand out: (1) this child loves her dad and
wants him to know something she already knows
about being in church, and (2) she had a front-row
seat in seeing God answer an earnest prayer.  

I was reminded of the disciple who, upon meeting
Jesus, ran and got his brother and brought him to
Jesus. It was Andrew, who immediately found his
brother Simon Peter telling him, "We have found the
Messiah!" and brought him to Jesus, according to
John 1:40-42.  We too should be bringing family to
Jesus, and it should be a matter of serious prayer.

The XP Corner:
Bringing Family to
Jesus
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration
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Save the Date for the next
JOY SENIOR LUNCHEON 

You are cordially invited to join us at the TLBC
JOY Ministry Senior Luncheon in February on
Thursday, the 12th at 12:00 PM. The menu will

feature sausage, peppers, onions, and
potatoes, salad & Valentine dessert.  You can

RSVP on Realm or drop off a green JOY
envelope at the church office by Sunday, the
8th of February. The cost to participate is only
$10. We are excited to have you join us for this

special event!


