
I have just cleared all of the preliminary tests so that I can have back surgery again.
That’s right, again. These tests are ordered by my surgeon but are truly scrutinized by my
anesthesiologist. That’s the doctor who keeps me sedated and alive during the surgery.
All fingers will point to the anesthesiologist if something goes wrong because I wasn’t
healthy enough to undergo surgery. That preparation keeps the patients alive.

Easter is on the horizon, and we need to be prepared for it. There are a couple of ways
that happens. First, we have Holy Week services each night from Monday through Friday
(at 6:00 PM) from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. That is so that you can get prepared for
Easter. The last week of Jesus’ earthly life was chronicled with more detail than any other
part of His life. This week of services prepares us for the resurrection. 

Second, we need to prepare for those who will come to church on Easter who either only
come once a year or who have never come before. We need to show our gratefulness
for the resurrection so that they know that it matters. This is not just a religious holiday that
we observe. It is at the core of our faith. It means that Jesus has conquered death and
that we who believe in Him will conquer death too. There should be a lot of joy that day.

Third, we need to prepare by inviting those friends and neighbors to come to church and
sit with us. Hopefully, we have all been building relationships with people who do not go
to church so that we have the freedom of inviting them to church and having them sit
with us. An invitation to sit with them will give greater results than one in which they will
have no one to sit with.

If the church was a patient, our preparation would make sure that the church remains
alive. The joy, the friendliness and the genuine desire to have others come to Christ will
continue to give a church life. Churches die every year because they aren’t prepared.
Let’s not let that be our church.
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At TLBC we work with only a handful of vendors or
contractors, regardless of the size of the job or the
dollar value involved. Only very rarely would we step
away from an established company relationship. That
only happens if we find ourselves in a real emergency
and if the company cannot meet the timeline
requirement.   We’ve been tempted to break that
mold on occasions, but we almost always pull back to
our established contractors. Why?  Because there are
advantages to long-term relationships with
companies. Here are some:

·We won't need to reeducate our partner each
time. There are so many values that make our
church unique. Long-term partners eventually
begin to understand our mission and values as
much as we do.
·We save a lot of time during each project’s
research and interview process. We know what
they can do, and they generally already know our
needs better than we do.
·We have developed trust in each other.  We don’t
have to worry about their honesty, and they don’t
have to worry about ours.
·The quality of the craftsmanship and service is
improved. Why. Because they expect and want
your future business. It isn’t about just this project or
that purchase; it is about the next one. It's about
keeping the church a happy client for years to
come.
·The blame game is minimized. They’ve been
involved with us for so long that there are
generally no surprises and no one else to blame.
·Ultimately and most importantly, we have the
opportunity for life-changing ministry. Many times,
it takes years to invest in a relationship with a
company before we can talk with them on a
spiritual level.

If this long-haul approach works with companies, why
wouldn’t it also work with people. It can. It will.
Provided that our relationships are intentionally long
and built with eternity in mind. Make a good friend for
“Life”.

The XP Corner:  
In It for the Long Haul
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration
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This past Tuesday, our staff met for its weekly staff meeting andThis past Tuesday, our staff met for its weekly staff meeting and
did some calendar planning for the next 6 months. Some of it isdid some calendar planning for the next 6 months. Some of it is
routine—some of it requires us to prioritize events based on ourroutine—some of it requires us to prioritize events based on our
mission—to make disciples—all of it requires us to trust in a Godmission—to make disciples—all of it requires us to trust in a God
who holds the future. For those of us who are planners, we oftenwho holds the future. For those of us who are planners, we often
get ahead of God. In Proverbs 16:9, we hear God’s wisdom “Inget ahead of God. In Proverbs 16:9, we hear God’s wisdom “In
their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishestheir hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes
their steps.”their steps.”

Planning apart from seeking God first is a mistake. But we canPlanning apart from seeking God first is a mistake. But we can
trust that when we ask God for wisdom and clarity, He will answertrust that when we ask God for wisdom and clarity, He will answer
—i—if we ask in faith. May we here at Thalia Lynn continue to bef we ask in faith. May we here at Thalia Lynn continue to be
people who walk by faith.Here are some of the upcoming Springpeople who walk by faith.Here are some of the upcoming Spring
and Summer Events. Be on the watch for a full slate of Summerand Summer Events. Be on the watch for a full slate of Summer
Youth ActivitiYouth Activities. Registration(when required) is available for all ofes. Registration(when required) is available for all of
them on Realm.them on Realm.

March 12 - JOY Senior Luncheon Pizza and Bingo-March 12 - JOY Senior Luncheon Pizza and Bingo-
MMarch 18-25 - Winter Shelter @ TLBCarch 18-25 - Winter Shelter @ TLBC

March 29 - Palm SundayMarch 29 - Palm Sunday
March 30-April 3 - Holy Week Services @ 6pmMarch 30-April 3 - Holy Week Services @ 6pm
April 5 - EasterApril 5 - Easter                        
April 10 - JOY Senior Spirit of Norfolk Spring CruiseApril 10 - JOY Senior Spirit of Norfolk Spring Cruise
April 12 - Youth Laser TagApril 12 - Youth Laser Tag
May 1&2 - Kids Missions Campout—Triple R RanchMay 1&2 - Kids Missions Campout—Triple R Ranch
May 3 - Youth Trampoline ParkMay 3 - Youth Trampoline Park
May 17 - VBS Volunteer Training 12pm Fellowship HallMay 17 - VBS Volunteer Training 12pm Fellowship Hall
May 29 - Kids Missions Pinewood Derby @ 6:30pmMay 29 - Kids Missions Pinewood Derby @ 6:30pm
May 31 - Variety Show @ 5pmMay 31 - Variety Show @ 5pm
June 7 - Leadership Appreciation PicnicJune 7 - Leadership Appreciation Picnic
June 22-26 - VBSJune 22-26 - VBS  
July 3-7 - Youth Fuge Summer Camp RidgecrestJuly 3-7 - Youth Fuge Summer Camp Ridgecrest
July 13-17 - CentriKids SkycroftJuly 13-17 - CentriKids Skycroft
July 27-31 - Kids Music CampJuly 27-31 - Kids Music Camp
Sunday, August 23 - Promotion Sunday—Kids & YouthSunday, August 23 - Promotion Sunday—Kids & Youth

Start today asking God to bring peoplStart today asking God to bring people to your thoughtse to your thoughts that you that you
need to begin to pray for and ask them to come with you need to begin to pray for and ask them to come with you to oneto one
or more of these events. Studies tell us most people will come to aor more of these events. Studies tell us most people will come to a
new event if they are asked by a friend. Keep on loving onenew event if they are asked by a friend. Keep on loving one
another as brothers and sisters. another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitalityDo not forget to show hospitality
to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitalityto strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality
to angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:1-2.to angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:1-2.

2 2 

grace and peace,grace and peace,
PeggyPeggy

This past Tuesday, our staff met for its weekly staff meeting and
did some calendar planning for the next 6 months. Some of it is
routine—some of it requires us to prioritize events based on our
mission—to make disciples—all of it requires us to trust in a God
who holds the future. For those of us who are planners, we often
get ahead of God. In Proverbs 16:9, we hear God’s wisdom “In
their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes
their steps.”

Planning apart from seeking God first is a mistake. But we can
trust that when we ask God for wisdom and clarity, He will answer
—if we ask in faith. May we here at Thalia Lynn continue to be
people who walk by faith.Here are some of the upcoming Spring
and Summer Events. Be on the watch for a full slate of Summer
Youth Activities. Registration(when required) is available for all of
them on Realm.

March 12 - JOY Senior Luncheon Pizza and Bingo-
March 18-25 - Winter Shelter @ TLBC
March 29 - Palm Sunday
March 30-April 3 - Holy Week Services @ 6pm
April 5 - Easter            
April 10 - JOY Senior Spirit of Norfolk Spring Cruise
April 12 - Youth Laser Tag
May 1&2 - Kids Missions Campout—Triple R Ranch
May 3 - Youth Trampoline Park
May 17 - VBS Volunteer Training 12pm Fellowship Hall
May 29 - Kids Missions Pinewood Derby @ 6:30pm
May 31 - Variety Show @ 5pm
June 7 - Leadership Appreciation Picnic
June 22-26 - VBS 
July 3-7 - Youth Fuge Summer Camp Ridgecrest
July 13-17 - CentriKids Skycroft
July 27-31 - Kids Music Camp
Sunday, August 23 - Promotion Sunday—Kids & Youth

Start today asking God to bring people to your thoughts that you
need to begin to pray for and ask them to come with you to one
or more of these events. Studies tell us most people will come to a
new event if they are asked by a friend. Keep on loving one
another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality
to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality
to angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:1-2.

2 

grace and peace,
Peggy

SPRING IS AROUND THE CORNER
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Written by Associate Pastor of
Student Ministry: Natalie Cox

On Sunday, February 15th, Thalia Lynn Baptist Church
welcomed me to their church as their Youth Pastor for the
first time. Since that day, the welcome has continued on as
I have gotten to meet a number of new faces! I wanted to
take a moment today to express my heartfelt appreciation
to everyone who has devoted their time and prayer to
helping assist in my hiring process, and to those who hosted
my lovely welcome reception. You have been a blessing to
me as I have become a member of a new church family!

Most importantly, I want to say thank you to Cody and his
family for stepping up and into this role in the interim. He is
a tremendous spiritual asset to the youth, and a credit to
the congregation of Thalia Lynn. They are blessed to have
him as a leader in their lives, and I know he will continue to
be a faithful servant to the Lord both in his family and in the
life of the church.

As we begin this new chapter in our Youth Ministry
program, I wanted to share a verse I have been reminded
of often in this short time we have been together: “This is
what the LORD says— he who made a way through the
sea, a path through the mighty waters, who drew out the
chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements
together, and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: “Forget the former
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland” (Isaiah 43:16-19 NIV).

Let us each praise the Lord for His faithfulness! Please come
alongside me in prayer for the spiritual growth of your
students, and for wisdom in this new chapter.



NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

US POSTAGE
PAID

VIRGINIA BEACH VA
PERMIT NO 51

Thalia Lynn Baptist Church
4392 Virginia Beach Boulevard
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462
Phone: 757-499-0557    Fax: 757-499-5226
www.thalialynn.com

Copyright       2026  |   Thalia Lynn Baptist Church

The Week of Prayer for North
American Missions is March 1-8 
“Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond
all that we ask or think according to the power that
works in us—to Him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-21 CSB
Please give to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
for North American Missions anytime during the
months of March and April.  You will find envelopes
for your offering and Week of Prayer Guides in the
Portico, outside the library, and in the Narthex.
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