
IThe Southern Baptist Convention convened in June of 2026 and voted to amend the constitution to
say: any cooperating church must not "affirm, appoint, or endorse a woman serving in the office or
function of a pastor, elder, or overseer, specifically preaching to the assembled congregation." This
effectively said that any church that allows a woman to preach to the congregation will be dis-
fellowshipped from the SBC. They must vote on this again in 2027 by a 66% majority for the
amendment to pass. The 2026 vote passed by 74%.

Being dis-fellowshipped means that the SBC will not longer accept messengers from any church that
allows a woman to preach or serve as an elder. Messengers are representatives from a cooperating
church which are allowed to vote on SBC matters.

The SBC has said nothing about Lottie Moon or Annie Armstrong offerings. These were named for
women who effectively took the gospel in places it was needed. These women certainly “preached.”
So, we do not know if the SBC will change the names of these mission offerings to reflect their own
belief about women preaching or serving in major leadership roles.

SBC churches are autonomous. Each church is separate from every other Baptist church. They are
linked together by the Cooperative Program (the means by which all Baptist efforts are funded) and,
somewhat, through the Baptist Faith and Message. Each church decides what it gives through the
Cooperative Program. Each church decides to fundamentally agree with the Baptist Faith and
Message. This has not previously required complete agreement.

Our church needs to discuss what we will do in light of what the SBC will almost assuredly do when
they convene in June of 2027. So, I would like to have a homemade ice cream fellowship on August 30
in the Fellowship Hall where we can discuss who we are and what our options are. Please put this on
your calendar. I hope to see you there (with a bucket of homemade ice cream).

Please note: This is not a business meeting. No church action will be taken at this meeting, nor will any
other topic be discussed.
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I recently started reading a book on “Why Sabbath Matters?”.I recently started reading a book on “Why Sabbath Matters?”.    
It sometimes feels like in the midst of hectic work schedules andIt sometimes feels like in the midst of hectic work schedules and
demands of family life, we can allow the important discipline ofdemands of family life, we can allow the important discipline of
Sabbath to be put on the “back burner” of scheduling time.Sabbath to be put on the “back burner” of scheduling time.    II
was reminded that “Sabbath is not meant to slow us down, it iswas reminded that “Sabbath is not meant to slow us down, it is
meant to stop us for short periods to rest, recharge, andmeant to stop us for short periods to rest, recharge, and
refocus.” In Matthew 11:29-30, we hear Jesus say to us “Comerefocus.” In Matthew 11:29-30, we hear Jesus say to us “Come
to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give youto me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.rest.    Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentleTake my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humbleand humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

None of us is immune from ignoring God’s commands andNone of us is immune from ignoring God’s commands and
thinking they don’t apply to us.thinking they don’t apply to us.    We convince ourselves our job isWe convince ourselves our job is
too important; we don’t need as much rest as rtoo important; we don’t need as much rest as regular people;egular people;
things are just really hectic this month, year, season; if I don’t dothings are just really hectic this month, year, season; if I don’t do
it, it won’t get done; I don’t want to be quiet and still becauseit, it won’t get done; I don’t want to be quiet and still because
I’m avoiding a hard truth; or some other argument we tellI’m avoiding a hard truth; or some other argument we tell
ourselves.ourselves.    All of it is disobedience to God’s prescribed rhythmAll of it is disobedience to God’s prescribed rhythm
for our lives—a day of rest every week—a day devoted to Godfor our lives—a day of rest every week—a day devoted to God
and His rest for our soul.and His rest for our soul.    

Sabbath is a gift and a command.Sabbath is a gift and a command.    Slaves do not have the giftSlaves do not have the gift
of Sabbath because they are not in control of how they spendof Sabbath because they are not in control of how they spend
their time.their time.    When slaves were freed in ExWhen slaves were freed in Exododus 16, they wereus 16, they were
ggiven Sabbath as a gift.iven Sabbath as a gift.    Honor the gift we have been given byHonor the gift we have been given by
God to be renewed by Him every week. My prayer for you isGod to be renewed by Him every week. My prayer for you is
Psalm 62:5 “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes fromPsalm 62:5 “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from
Him.”Him.”

grace and peace,grace and peace,
PeggyPeggy
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Keep your REALM profile current!  If you move to a new
address, don't forget to replace your old address with
your new one in REALM.  Not infrequently, the church
office gets a "bounce back" from correspondence that is
sent to an old address.  Keeping your address in REALM
current does two things: firstly, it helps to ensure better
and more timely communication by mail and secondly it
helps the church office save on postage costs.  If you
have a REALM account, you can make this address
change yourself.  Otherwise, let the church office know
and we will gladly make that change for you.

Realm Updates
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Prayer Meeting
Summer Schedule

This Summer prayer meeting will
begin at 6:30 pm after a 6:00 pm
bible study lead by Prentis. Reach
out to the church office for any
questions.
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