
It is estimated that 100,000 churches will close by 2050. I believe that might be an
underestimation. Churches that forty years ago were vibrant and growing are filled with the
same people from forty years ago and dying. Many of these churches thought that they would
“hire” someone who would make the church grow. They went through one preacher after
another, one youth minister after another while continuing to slide in attendance. Many of
members can’t remember when someone was baptized. Less than ten people a year visit. Most
never come back. People aren’t looking for a dying church. These churches have lost the
manifest presence of God. In fact, His manifest presence has been gone so long they can’t
remember how to recognize it.

Why didn’t the churches continue to grow? It wasn’t something they did. It was something they
neglected to do. They failed to ask God for fruit. Yes, they prayed but their prayers were for the
sick and dying only. They have no new life in the church because they failed to ask for new life.
They spent more time criticizing the staff and pastor for not meeting their needs than praying
that they would reach new people. They lost the majesty of God because they simply came to
church without crying out for Him to work in themselves and others. They see no miracles
because they don’t believe in them enough to ask God for them.

Is it over, then? It doesn’t have to be. Prayer is something that costs nothing and everything at
the same time. People could be praying for their churches. They can even be shut-ins that can’t
make it to the building. However, these prayers can’t simply be for the sick and dying. They must
be for spiritual health and living. They must be for fruit. 

Would you be one of those that prays for more baptisms because we are reaching people with
the gospel? Would you pray that a new fire is stirred up in the church so that the members see
the manifest presence of God? Would you be one who genuinely prays beyond the walls of the
church building?

I am convinced that the need for prayer in our church is so great that the failure to do so will
mean that Thalia Lynn will be one of those 100,000 churches closing her doors by 2050. Don’t you
want the church to live on after you are gone?
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The Bible does not specifically address church growth, but
the principle of church growth is the understanding that
Jesus said, “I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). Paul confirmed that
the church has its foundation in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
3:11). Jesus Christ is also the head of the church (Ephesians
1:18-23) and the church’s life (John 10:10). It should be
remembered that there are different kinds of “growth”,
many of which have nothing to do with numbers.

A church can be alive and growing even though the
number of members/attendees is not changing. If those in
the church are growing in the grace and knowledge of the
Lord Jesus, submitting to His will for their lives, both
individually and corporately, that is a church that is
experiencing true growth. Likewise, a church can be
adding to its rolls weekly, have huge numbers, and still be
spiritually stagnant.

Growth of any kind follows a typical pattern. As with a
growing organism, the local church has those who plant
the seed, those who water the seed, and others who use
their spiritual gifts for the growth of those in the local
church. But note that it is God who gives the increase (1
Corinthians 3:7). Those who plant and those who water will
each receive their own reward according to their labor (1
Corinthians 3:8).

There must be a balance between planting and watering
for a local church to grow, which means that in a healthy
church each person must know what his/her spiritual gift is
so that he/she can best function within the body of Christ.
Above all, there must be daily dependence upon and
obedience to the Holy Spirit so His power can be released
in those who plant and water for God’s increase to come.  
This power comes only through prayer and supplication.

The description of a living and growing church is found in
Acts 2:42-47 where the believers “devoted themselves to
the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.” They were alive and on
mission.  They were serving one another and reaching out
to those who needed to know the Lord, for the Lord
“added to their number daily those who were being
saved.” When these things are present, the church will
experience spiritual growth, and even a numerical
increase.

The XP Corner:
Church Growth Comes
through Prayer
David Doyle
Executive Pastor of Administration
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Written by Executive Pastor of
Ministries: Peggy Peek

Natalie Cox will begin in mid February as our new Associate
Pastor of Student Ministry.  We have been praying for her since
last Summer when we first found out that Shane had decided
to step down.  We didn’t know her name or anything about
her, but we knew if we prayed for God’s clear direction and
the right person to serve our students here at Thalia Lynn, God
would answer with the exact right person at the exact right
time.  

Hopefully, most of you were able to meet Natalie during some
of her early interviews in November and a Meet & Greet in
December or during her week of being the Prospective
Candidate in View of a Call in January before our Called
Business Meeting.  She has impressed those who met her as a
person of sincere faith, spiritual maturity, gifted
communication skills and an understanding of the Youth
Generation.  We are blessed to have her join our Pastoral Staff!  

Natalie comes to us with several years of experience working
as the Office Manager with a Christian non-profit focusing on
mission efforts in Africa.  She grew up in Virginia Beach and
graduated from Salem High School before attending Regent
University and earning a degree in Christian Ministry with a
concentration in Pastoral Care.  Her home church is Kings
Grant Baptist Church where she has been a Youth Intern,
Youth Leader and is a current Deacon.  

We will be welcoming Natalie with a Welcome Reception on
Sunday, February 15 following the 11am service.  Be praying
for her as she leaves a job she enjoys and a church she loves
as she follows God’s Call on her life to be a Student Minister.  
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching
over them—not because you must, but because you are
willing, as God wants you to be. I Peter 5:2
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YOUTH SUPERBOWL PARTY
February 8, 2026

Written by Interim Director of
Student Ministries: Cody Mayfield

Upcoming Activities for the youth 
Sunday morning bible studies (9:45-10:45) 

Then most youth sit together for the 11am service near the
front of the sanctuary 

Sunday Nights 5-7pm Youth Hall (studying the essentials of
faith series on Right Now Media) 
Recent Youth Events and Activities

Games and family style dinner 
Wednesday Nights 5:30-7pm Youth Hall 
With anticipation of a potential a new youth leader we are
pausing any additional events as of now but looking into
doing a Super Bowl party and or a Valentines Day party  
Youth Summer camp July 3rd-7th it's not too late to register
$100 deposit /Total cost $250 (multi kid discount)

Past events
*** We had an incredible Christmas party on dec 13th with 18
youth showing up including 5 visitors. We provided each kid
with a Christian themed blanket 
There was also a meet and greet event with the youth
parents on Dec. 13th with Ms. Natalie Cox
On January 2nd we visited Busch Gardens theme park/
Christmas town with 12 youth including 2 visitors  

 
While we have plenty of activities going on, we want to continue
to FOCUS on making and being disciples of Christ. Some if not all
the activities we plan are made to bring a friend along, so we
encourage you all to do so with the growth of the Kingdom in the
forefront of your minds. 
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New Church Constitution &
Bylaws Available 

An updated copy of the Constitution and By-
Laws dated January 2026 is available in the
church office for church member review and
reference. The document incorporates the
amendments as approved at the January 19,
2025 called business meeting and the
November 16, 2025 regular business meeting,
including the addition of Elders. This document
replaces the previously published document
dated January 2023. 


